
where we have to close nu-

merous bubbles or the school. 

If we were put in this position, 

we would try our best to con-

tinue teaching using online 

platforms. However as you 

must appreciate, this isn’t ideal 

for our children’s mental health 

or their long term learning. So 

to help us remain open, 
 Please wear a mask when 

you are on school premises 

 If you or any household 

member experiences 

COVID symptoms then self

-isolate by staying at home 

and not leaving for any 

reason apart from taking a 

COVID test 

 Ensure you keep the school 

informed. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely half 

term break and see you all on 

Monday 2nd November. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
As you must agree, we began 

this term with a lot of uncer-

tainty and unknowns about the 

virus and how the country 

would manage the reopening of 

shops and schools. This uncer-

tainty eased very quickly as the 

children arrived at school and 

we saw how eager everyone 

was to learn and teach. We 

have had a very successful start 

and both staff and children 

seem to have adapted to the 

changes implemented.  

 
The first week back was spent 

exploring how the children 

coped with the lockdown and 

looked at new beginnings and 

how to move forward from 

this event. This was a very 

successful week and helped 

our children to get back 

into the routines of 

school. Lots of lovely art 

work was produced and 

displayed in the class-

rooms. 

 

We have ended this half term 

with a fantastic black history 

celebration, as you must agree 

all the children and staff looked 

wonderful in their cultural 

clothes. Next half term, we will 

kick off with Shakespeare week 

and we are looking forward to 

a fantastic performance from 

Year 6 of Romeo and Juliet. 

 
Finally I wanted to mention, 

the city is now under a tier 2 

lockdown which shouldn’t 

impact schools, however we 

urge parents to follow govern-

ment guidance and refrain from 

mixing between households. 

We do not want to be in the 

position 

Head Teacher Update - Ms Shaz-Vennus 

Behaviour and Wellbeing 

House points: 

We end this half 

term with Polaris 

leading the house points.  

Well done Team Polaris!! 

Children can support their 

house in winning by: 

 Listening and showing re-
spect to others 

 Giving 100% to all tasks 
they are given 

 Talking through any prob-
lems they may encounter 

 Following the schools behav-
iour expectations 

 Demonstrating Rights Re-
specting and British values 

School charters are displayed 

around the 

school and 

remind chil-

dren of the 

expected 

behaviours. 

Anti-bullying Week 16.11.20 

We will be supporting our 

children in identifying bullying 

behaviours and ways to over-

come these. During this week 

we will be sharing tips and 

strategies with parents as well. 

Bullying behaviour is: 

 Repeated 

 Intended to hurt someone physi-
cally or emotionally 

 Often aimed at certain groups 
e.g. because of race, religion, 
gender or sexual orientation 
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Diary Dates: 

 Shakespeare week 

2nd November 

 Anti-bullying week 

16th November 

 Year 2 phonics test, 
week of 23rd Novem-

ber 

 Reception nativity 

11th December 

 Christmas lunch 14th 

December 

 Class  parties 15th 

December 

 Christmas holiday 
begins 16th Decem-

ber 

 

Inside this issue: 

Reading 2 

Phonics 2 

Maths 2 

Enrichment 3 

Online Safety and 

Safeguarding 

3 

Achievements 

and Other  

3 

Attendance: 94% 

Remember to call 

the school by 

9:00am on the day 

your child is absent. 



Black History Month: 

Book recommendations 
This month, Black History 

Month has been celebrated up 

and down the country. In this 

section, you will find recom-

mendations for books that 

feature powerful black protag-

onists and written by success-

ful black authors! 

 

KS1: 

Sulwe by Lupita Nyong 

Clean up! by Nathan Bryon 

If all the world were… by 

Joseph Coelho 

 

KS2: 

Mic Drop by Sharma Jackson 

The Infinite by Patience 

Agbabi 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
 

Ms Marchant recommends:  

Little Leader: Bold Wom-

en in Black History. This 

book has been written in bite 

size chunks and you can flick 

to any page and find inspira-

tional and powerful figures of 

history. With beautiful illustra-

tions and captivating stories- 

any age (even adults!) will love 
this book.   

*If you would like to appear in 

next month’s newsletter by rec-

ommending  your own book that 

you believe Colegrave families 

would love, please write your 

review and why you think it 

should be shared with our com-

munity to Miss Marchant and 

hand to your class teacher or the 

office.* 

simple such as a counting 

stick.  

To develop number sense and 

times table proficiency, chil-

dren need to be able to ‘see’ 

maths in different representa-

tions and have the language to 

describe their own thinking. 

To do this, children need to 

be taught strategies to sup-

port their understanding of 

times tables, making connec-

tions with numbers and identi-

fying patterns. A great way to 

do this is using something 

Times tables: 

To ensure our children are 

fluent at recalling times tables 

and division facts confidently, 

every class has a times table 

slot every day to practice 

table facts. 

 Daily times tables slot  

 Every child is taught times 

tables by the teacher using a 

counting stick  

 Every child will have their 

own counting stick  

Reading 

Maths 

Phonics 

There will be a coffee morning 

next term for parents to find 

out more about how we teach 

phonics.  

 

In the meantime, you can 

learn the sounds linked to 

each letter of the alphabet by 

watching Mrs Inanc’s YouTube 

video, this can be found by 

clicking on the following link. 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=heIGAwbq42E 

Here at Colegrave we use a 

phonics scheme called RWI to 

teach our children how to 

read.  

 

We have had a great start and 

all groups are now up and 

running. If your child is in year 

1 or 2 then they should be 

coming home with paper cop-
ies of the RWI book they are 

reading at school. Please en-

sure that you listen to your 

child read every night.  

Whatever a 

child’s mind 

can conceive 

and believe, it 

can achieve. 
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Little Leader: 

Bold Women in 

Black History.  

Learning timetables  

using counting sticks 



This term our focus has been 

on the well being of our chil-

dren and the academic pro-

gress of all classes. We started 

the term with an Arts week 

looking at 'new beginning's' 

with a focus on butterflies. 

This week gave the children a 

chance to settle back into 

school life and discuss their 
thoughts and feelings on 

events over the past few 

months. The week resulted in 

some fantastic art work which 

is displayed in 

classrooms 

across the 

school. 

We finished the term with a 

whole school Black History 

Day, celebrating the lives of 

British Black heros. We spent 

the afternoon celebrating 

black culture - learning differ-

ent cultural dances and songs. 

 

We have lots of events 

planned for next term - A 
whole school Shakespeare 

week, a mini planetarium visit 

for year 5, a visit from Zoo lab 

for year 2 and a World War 1 

workshop for year 6 to name 

a few. I am sure you will agree 

that it sounds like a very ex-

citing term ahead! 

Year 5: Mazahno 

Year 6: Tasheen 

Acorn: Luqman 

Rainbow: Aaron B  

 

Well done to all these children! 

 

 

 

 

Over this half term many chil-

dren have made lots of pro-

gress in different areas of 

school life. However a few 

children have made exception-

al progress they are: 

 

Year R: Nakai 

Year 1: Rania  

Year 2: Sehri  

Year 3: Morella 

Year 4: Ezekiel 

Wellbeing Jelly 

To end on a 

sweet note, 

every child 

would have 

received a pot 

of jelly this afternoon. Thank you 

to Ms Yousaf for supporting our 

children’s mental health and well-

being by organising this sweet 

treat! 

Enrichment 

Achievements and Other Information 

Online Safety and Safeguarding 

Online safety 

Remote learning is becoming 

the norm and for some of us 

it will be the main way to 

access educational resources. 

As we use the internet more, 

we need to be aware of the 

increased risks.  

 

At Colegrave, online safety is 
at the forefront of our learn-

ing and we would like you to 

support our school with pro-

moting safety and well-being. 

Please be aware and discuss 

with your child about: cyber-

bullying, what to do with inap-

propriate content, screen time 

and the apps/games they use.  

Most social media apps and 

games are not appropriate for 

our students, such as Tiktok 

and Fortnite.  

Be Safe, Happy and Healthy. 

Safeguarding 

At Colegrave, we want all 

pupils to be safe, happy and 

healthy. We encourage all 

children to speak to a mem-

ber of staff if they are worried 

about something or use the 

Talk Box in their class. They 

can say to the adult, “I have 

something I want to talk 
about.” This can be any adult 

of their choosing. 

 

 

We aim for the 

stars and 

nothing less. 

We have only 

one goal and 

that is to be 

the best. 
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Black History Day 

Celebration 


